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Monday, August 29, 2005, Hurricane 

Katrina made landfall. The levee system 

failed, and over 80% of New Orleans 

was flooded. For weeks, portions of the 

city remained under water, with heat 

and moisture completing the destructive 

cycle that Katrina began. While waiting 

for the water to dissipate, we knew that 

the damage to persons and property 

would be immense. 

Our firm was called by the New Or-

leans Baptist Theological Seminary to 

evaluate and salvage the damaged in-

struments on the campus. Founded in 

1917, the seminary sits on a 75-acre 

campus in the hardest-hit 9th Ward area 

of New Orleans. The Division of 

Church Music Ministries aims ñto equip 

leaders for excellence in music ministry 

among Southern Baptists through per-

formance, education, and technology.ò 

Our charge was to assure that the musi-

cal resources were available for their 

mission. 

What we found upon our arrival is 

perhaps best described by Seminary 

President Dr. Charles S. Kelly, Jr.:  

 

Hurricane Katrina well and truly 

earned its designation as the worst 

natural disaster in the history of the 

United States. Our campus, like most of 

the city, was devastated. Our homes, 

many of our buildings, most of our 

grounds, and virtually all of our musi-

cal instruments were hit very, very, 

hard. The recovery process was long, 

difficult, and messy beyond anyoneôs 

ability to describe. . . . What made our 

plight even more difficult was the mas-

sive damage to the rest of the campus 

and the severe losses sustained by our 

faculty, staff, and student families. The 

larger picture of what had to be done to 

reopen the campus and care for our 

families made allocation of the neces-

sary dollars for the recovery of our lost 

and severely damaged instruments a 

very difficult thing to do.  

 

Our work on the campus involved the 

protection and removal of many of the 

significant music instruments including 

multiple grand pianos, a harpsichord, 

and the 1954 Möller (III/27) and 1966 

Aeolian-Skinner Opus 1468 (IV/38) 

pipe organs. Of prime concern was pro-

tecting the instruments to prevent fur-

ther damage. In addition to water, the 

storm brought massive amounts of air-

borne contaminants into the instru-

ments, and, with heat, mold.  

The Möller organ, located in the Sell-

ers Music Building Recital Hall, was 

damaged when the roof gave way, flood-

ing the organ with thousands of gallons 

of water that passed through the two 

chambers and filled the pitman chests 

and winding system. When we arrived 

several weeks later and opened the 

chests, there was still a significant 
amount of water in the organ. 

The Aeolian-Skinner was damaged 

when the 150-mile-per-hour winds blew 

out the window behind the organ. For 

hours on end, the outside became the 

inside as the storm vented its fury on the 

Skinner. As with the recital hall organ, 

we found water in the organ many weeks 

after the storm. 

It was inevitable that there would be 

long and intense negotiations with in-

surance companies about the losses and 

rebuilding. The enormity of Katrina 

simply overwhelmed insurers. One 

could go on at length about the negotia-

tions and the efforts and education that 

were required with the insurance com-

panies. Suffice it to say that at one point 

the insurers appraised the older, smaller 

Möller at a greater amount than the lar-

ger, newer Aeolian-Skinner.  

The Mºller organôs status was very 

clear cut because of the extreme damage 

to the chassis and its utilitarian design. 

The Aeolian-Skinner and its disposition 
was a thornier issue. The damage to the 

organ was severe, but with heroic meas-

ures it could have been restored. The 

problem was that a true restoration would 

involve tremendous expense that could 
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